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Che Queen of Purgatory. 





turn to Jesus, Mother, turn 
Find call Him by bis tenderest names, 


Pray for the Holy Souls that burn 
This hour amid the cleansing flames. 
Ab: they have fought a gallant fight Spouses of Christ they are, for fe ( 
Tn dzath’s cold arms they persevered Was wedded to them by Bis Blood; 
And after life’s uncheery night Find angels o’er their destiny 
The harbor of their rest is neared. Ta wondering adoration brood. 
Tn pains beyond all earthly pains, Chey are the children of Chy tears: 
Favorites of Jesus! there they lie, Then hasten, Mother, to their aid, 
Letting the fire wear out their stains Tn pity think each hour appears 
Find worshiping God’s purity. Fin age while glory is delayed. 
0 Mary, let thy Son no more 
Bis lingering Spouses thus expect; 


God’s children to their God restore, 
Find to the Spirit His elect. 
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“Yesterday, and Co-day; and the Same Forever.” 


Heb. 13, 8. 


Six the Eucharist our divine Lord continues among us that 
blessed life, which He once led here on earth, or in other 
words: He abides among us with that same efficacious and 

Y active love which He so graciously bestowed upon man- 
kind during His mortal life. Were He becomes present through 
the words of consecration; here the faithful assémble before 
Him, perpetually to praise and adore Him. It is here that He 
renews the operations of grace, with which His visible life was so 
replete; it is here that He feeds us with the bread of life; here 
he is our perpetual sacrifice. 





Bethlehem. 
Bethlehem, is the place where Jesus Christ was born. “‘And 
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt amongst us.” ‘‘Glory be 


to God in the highest! To be born for us, to live three and 
thirty years for mankind, to suffer and to sacrifice Himself by a 
most painful death, all this did not exhaust the love of the Incar- 
nate Son of God. He wished to remain among us and perpetually 
to continue upon earth the miracle of His Incarnation. By the 
-consecration of the Mass He becomes really present, and to a 
certain extent we can call the consecration a continual birth of 
Jesus Christ. Wherever there is an altar, there also is our 
Bethlehem. At Bethlehem our Lord was born but once, on the 
altar He becomes present again and again by means of the 
consecration; at Bethlehem His divinity was veiled beneath the 
poverty of a child, on the altar He conceals Himself under 
the appearance of bread; there the angels intoned their joyous 
Gloria, and that same Gloria has become the Church’s never- 
ending hymn of praise. 

The Savior was born: And behold, the shepherds of Bethle- 
hem and Wise Men from the East came, ‘‘and falling down they 
adored Him.” (Matt. 2, 11.) This was the beginning of the 
Christian Service, which consists essentially in the adoration 
and worship of the Incarnate Son of God, present in the Blessed 
Sacrament. As the silvery brooklet flows continually onward, 
and being united with other brooks and streamlets becomes a 
mighty river, thus the adoration of our Lord which began at 
Bethlehem, has become the practice, the service, and the joy of 
millions. As soon as we enter the church we bend our knees, 
reverently adoring the Lord continually present in the tabernacle, 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. IoI 


and while remaining in His presence, we offer Him™our homage 
in faith, hope, and love, asdid the Magi of the East, with their 
mysterious gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

In our days this homage and adoration is the center of all public 
solemnities in the Church. At the afternoon services, and on 
festivals in general, the Blessed Sacrament is exposed in the 
monstrance; great is the solemnity of Corpus Christi, sublime the 
devotion of the Forty Hours!—The entire Church is a con- 
fraternity of Perpetual Adoration, which extends from city to 
city, from country to country, around the entire globe. 


Miracles and Graces. 


The life of our blessed Lord may be summed up in these 
words: “He went about doing good.” Miracles and graces went 
out from Him, and there was no affliction of soul which He did 
not relieve, no suffering of body which He did not heal. ‘Come 
to me, all you that labour, and are burdened, and I will refresh 
you.” (Matt. 11, 28.) The sacramental presence of our Lord 
makes the tabernacle a throne of grace, where He constantly 
gives audience to all who have petitions to present, and where 
we poor, blind, lame, and leprous children of men may approach 
and cry outtoHim: ‘‘Have mercy onus!”’ He will still produce 
in those who implore Him, all the effects of grace and salvation, 
which went forth from Him during His earthly life. 

Access to Him is always possible, it matters not whether we 
come in the morning, at noon, or at night. He is there for each 
of us, whether we be great or small. His assistance is always at 
our disposal, in every necessity, spiritual and temporal. Ah, that 
our faith, our confidence, and our perseverance in the same were 
never wanting, that in our necessities we did not rather seek help 
in a hundred other means, than with the almighty, all-wise, and 
loving Savior in our midst ! 


Bread of Souls. 


Among the miracles which our Lord has wrought, must be 
numbered especially that of the multiplication of the loaves in 
the desert. Thousands sat down; the disciples passed to and fro, 
breaking the few loaves and distributing to the people. And they 
did all eat and were filled, and not only was the bread not all 
consumed, but some baskets of fragments remained. Such was 
the effect of the almighty blessing of Jesus Christ! And this 
miracle He continues daily in holy communion. He has laid a 
table and prepared a banquet for millions, yea, for all weary 
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pilgrims in the desert of life, who hunger for God and heaven. 
The living body of the Lord is presented to us as the bread of our 
souls. By His Incarnation the Son of God has united Himself to 
mankind in general; in holy communion He wishes to unite Him- 
self to each one in particular, 72 order that the most tender and 
intimate bond of love may make us one with Himself. Verily 
this is the Table of God, the precious fruit of the tree of the 
cross, the food of immortality! ‘‘/ am the living bread which 
came down from heavn.” (John, 6, 51.) 


Sacrifice of the Cross. 


The Lord terminated His visible life here on earth by His 
death onthe cross. But as He continues to abide sacramentally 
amongst us, the greatest act ofHis love and His life, His sacrifice 
on the cross, ts not wanting. Thecross was the altar upon which 
the true Lamb of God sacrificed Himself. How precious was this 
sacrifice, how great the fruit thereof, the reconciliation of the 
world with God! Behold Jesus Christ is and remains our sacrifice! 
By the Consecration of the Mass becomes present His body and 
His blood, that is, the very same humanity, which united with His 
divinity, as the most precious sacrifice, once hung upon the cross. 
It is this oblation which the Church daily offers to the Most High, 
as her eternal sacrifice of praise, of thanksgiving, of propttiation 
and of petition. Thealtarof the church becomes Mount Calvary, 
Jesus Christ is here ‘‘the priest forever according to the order of 
Melchisedech,’’ (Ps. 109, 52.) and in Him, with Him, and through 
Him “‘in every place there is offered a clean offering.” (Mal. 1, 11.) 
As the sun re-appears above us, day by day, to pour forth light 
and life, thus in each holy Mass the entire work of Christ’s 
Redemption is renewed, in order to apply to us, according to our 
faith, our love, our capability, our merit, and our necessities, His 
merits and graces. 

After all these considerations how great, how wonderful 
appears the Eucharist, in which the Incarnate Son of God abides 
personally amongst us, constantly effecting our salvation, “‘yes- 
terday, and to-day; and the same forever.” | ae 
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Two Angels with Burning Candles. 





In the acts of Blessed John Avila of Spain we find the follow- 
ing incident, the Saint himself vouching for the truth thereof. In 
the year 1575, the Reverend Father Centenares, a member of 
Blessed John’s community, was awakened one stormy night, and 
requested to take the Holy Viaticum to a dying person. At first 
the priest hesitated and thought to wait until morning, as he did 
not know the way and the night was very dark. But the love of 
God triumphed over fear and he started out, taking with him two 
consecrated Hosts. But scarcely had he left the church, when 
two youths of heavenly appearance, placed themselves one at his 
right and the other at his left. They held beautiful burning 
candles, which were not extinguished by the falling rain, and 
accompanied the priest to the sick person and back again to the 
church. When he had placed the Sacred Host in the tabernacle 
they vanished as suddenly as they had appeared. The good 
priest did not know what to think and sat down to write to his 
superior an account of what had happened. But before he had 
sent the letter he received a message from Blessed John which 
contained the words, ‘Do’ not be astonished at what has hap- 
pened to you this night. It is quite certain that the two youths 
whom you saw, were angels sent by God to encourage you and 
to reward your zeal. Therefore, thank the Divine Mercy and 
continue to love God and to serve Him faithfully.’’ 

Multitudes of angels accompany the priest every time he 
carries the Holy Viaticum to a sick person. You too, devout 
reader, should seek to accompany the priest, if possible, and 
whenever it is in your power, see that the sick-room is fittingly 
prepared for the King of angels. By the pains taken in preparing 
a sick-room for the administration of the Holy Viaticum, Catho- 
lics prove their faith in the Blessed Sacrament and their love for 
this Holy Mystery. 

A noble Catholic family of our acquaintance numbers among 
its members an invalid, to whom holy communion is brought at 
stated times. At these visits of the Divine Guest the following 
beautiful custom is observed. The master of the house, lighted 
taper in hand, meets the priest at the main entrance and conducts 
him to the sick-room, where another member of the family 
awaits him, also carrying a burning candle. The entire family 
assists at the holy rite, during which every light in the spacious 
dwelling is lit, in order to show honor to the Eucharistic King. 
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Our Lord Appears to $t. Angela of Foligno. 


The writings of St. Angela of Foligno are held in very high 
esteem by the holy Church. Cardinal Bonaand the learned pope 
Benedict XIV., in their various works, refer to the testimony of 


this Saint. 
“One time,’’ she says, “‘I beheld in the consecrated host our 


Lord in the form of a child; this child, however, was quite large 
and its countenance bore a commanding and majestic expression 
like that of a king. In its hand it held something I could not 
well distinguish, but had much the appearance of a scepter. All 
this I saw with my corporal eyes. Everyone present bowed low 
in adoration. I alone did not do so, but was at the moment en- 
tirely absorbed in gazing at the countenance of this heavenly 
child, so noble and sublime, so full of goodness and benevolence. 
I should have wished to continue looking at it a long time, and 
it deeply grieved me when the priest so soon concealed the holy 
Sacrament in the tabernacle. 

This vision filled me with unspeakable joy, and with the 
assurance that what I beheld was reality; never will the expression 
which it made on me become effaced from my memory. I was 
so enraptured that it did not occur to me to beg His almighty 
assistance and protection; so overcome was I at the wonderful 
and divine beauty, that it is impossible for me to express it.’’ 
“On another occasion while the Holy Sacrifice was being offered, 
I experienced a similar ecstasy, during which I spoke to God 
saying: ‘Lord, Thou art truly present in the most Holy Sacra- 
ment, but tell me where are Thy faithful friends?’’ He then 
opened my spiritual eyes, saying: ‘“Wherever I am, there also 
my friends are with me!’’ 

“‘Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament very frequently re- 
vealed Himself to my soul, however under various forms. Some- 
times I beheld Him full of light and brilliancy which seemed to 
proceed from a particular part of His body, and this splendor was 
so luminous that the brightest light of the noon-day sun could not 
be compared with it. I regret exceedingly not to be able to 
express myself more clearly, nor to make this as intelligible, as 
I so much would like to do. Whatever form He assumes in ap- 
pearing to me, I am always overwhelmed with joy and bliss, and 
although each vision affects me differently from the others, the 
impressions produced by them will never be obliterated, nor will 
I ever be able to find expressions or pictures wherewith clearly 
to describe them.’’ 
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ow a Child of Nine Years Accused the Bishop. 





When Bishop Durieu visited the natives of Columbia, a little 
girl of nine years came to him and begged most earnestly to be 
allowed to receive holycommunion. The bishop decidedly refused 
her request, saying, ‘“‘No, my dear child, you are still too young, 
you do not yet know our dear Lord.’’ The child came a second 
and a third time, repeating her petition, but in vain. The little 
one, however, is not abashed; she resolves to make complaint 
against the bishop. But to whom will she go? To the bishop’s 
supreme superior, to our dear Lord in the tabernacle. Devoutly 
she kneels before the altar, raises her little hands, and prays 
aloud: ‘“‘Dear Lord, my father, the bishop, says I do not know 
Thee. But I do know Thee well. 

Thou art indeed the Son of God, Thou art the child that was 
born at Bethlehem, Thou didst rest in the arms of Thy Heavenly 
Mother, Thou didst dwell at Nazareth, Thy parents sought Thee 
for three days and found Thee in the temple; Thou didst have 
twelve apostles with Thee, Thou didst die upon the cross and arise 
again the third day. I do know Thee, I know Thee well. Is it 
not so? Wilt Thou not tell the bishop that I know Thee?’”’ In 
the meantime the bishop had entered the church, but without 
being noticed, and hearing all the little one had said, was moved 
to tears. He then joyfully admitted the child to the holy table, 
himself giving her holy communion. Oh, the happiness of this 
dear child! Again and again she repeated, “‘I feel as though I 
were in Paradise.’’ 





The Miraculous Host in the Chapel of the Precious Blood 
at Seefeld. 





A half hour’s walk will bring the traveler from Seefeld, a 
little village in Tyrol, to the dilapidated ruins of the fortress of 
Schlossburg. About five hundred years ago, there lived in this 
castle a rich and powerful nobleman, named Oswald Milser. He 
was extremely proud and overbearing and considered himself far 
superior to the peasantry subject to him; in fact, his presumption 
knew no bounds, until through the intervention of our Divine 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, he was brought to a better state 
of mind. The arrogant man did not even shrink from desecrating 
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the Most Holy. On Maundy Thursday of the year 1384, in order 
to distinguish himself from the common people, he had the 
Easter communion given him under the form of a large Host, 
such as is consumed by the priest at holy Mass. 

Scarcely had the Sacred Species touched his sacrilegious 
tongue, when the earth under him began to quake and tremble, 
threatening to devour him. In his anguish he clung to the 
altar, but it yielded to his grasp, and the impressions of his fingers 
remained on the stone as though it had been soft wax. Intense 
terror seized the sinner. Filled with contrition, he implored the 
priest to remove the Sacred Host from his tongue, and immedi- 
ately the earth beneath him became firm. The hand of God, 
which had threatened to annihilate the offender, now was stretch- 
ed forth to save him, and the pride and arrogance of his heart 
was transformed into humility and repentance. 

On removing the Sacred Host, it was found to be bent and 
suffused with blood. The impressions left by the hands and feet 
of the impious nobleman are still shown in the church. The 
Miraculous Host was at once deposited in a precious vessel and 
preserved for the veneration of the faithful. After almost two 
hundred years it was removed to the chapel of the Precious 
Blood, where to the present day it remains intact,—an object of 
devotion to the pious pilgrim, and a monument of divine Justice 
and Love. 





Words of the Blessed Virgin to Mary of Agreda. 





“It is my compassion which moves the infinite goodness of 
God to pity and stays His justice. And the Most High will be 
munificent towards mankind and pour out upon them the infinite 
treasures of His grace, if they zealously seek my mediation and 
make themselves worthy of my favor; for then I shall intercede 
for them in an efficacious manner before the throne of God. This 
is the certain way and the powerful means to improve the con- 
dition of the Church, to preserve the Catholic kingdoms, to 
spread the faith, to lend constancy to the families and to the 
state, and to lead the souls back to the state of grace and to the 
friendship of God.”’ 
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From the Writings of Blessed Margaret Alacoque. 





Devotion for Friday. 


“One Friday during Mass I felt within my soul an ardent 
longing to honor the sufferings of my crucified Spouse. Then I 
heard Him speaking to me in loving accents. He bade me visit 
Him every Friday three and thirty times and offer Him my 
adoration onthe tree of the cross ason a throne of mercy. I 
was to cast myself humbly at His feet and there to remain in the 
same disposition and sentiments wherewith the Blessed Virgin 
was inspired during His passion. These I was to offer to the 
Eternal Father in union with the sufferings of His Divine Son, to 
obtain the conversion of obdurate sinners. He promised to show 
mercy in the hour of their death to all who had been faithful to 
this practice.”’ 

Sentiments of the Heart during Three Exercises. 

‘“‘Another time our Lord taught me in what disposition I 
should perform our three most important exercises. I was to 
assist at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass with the sentiments of 
the Blessed Virgin at the foot of the cross.’’ 

“Twas to approach Holy Communion in the disposition of 
soul which the Blessed Virgin had at the moment of the Incarna- 
tion, and should as far as possible enter into her sentiments. I 
was to implore her intercession to obtain them, ahd to say with 
her: ‘Behold the handmaid of the Lord.’’ 

“During meditation I was to offer to God the sentiments of 
the Blessed Virgin at her Presentation in the Temple.”’ 


Al Friend of Humanity. 


If a stranger were to come to a great city and say: “I have 
gifts enough for all and will give them to everyone who will 
accept them, and will give them without expecting any remu- 
neration;’’ and if this stranger kept his word—really gave to all 
who came to him, whatever they desired, everyone would say : 
‘This is a good man, he has a kind heart.’’ But now there lived, 
two thousand years ago, a stranger here on earth, who spoke 
these very words: ‘‘Come to me, all you that labour, and are 
burdened, and I will refresh you.’’ And He really refreshed all 
who approached ‘Him, and bestowed upon them not only tem- 
poral benefits, health etc., but what is better than these, everlast- 
ing treasures. And was this Stranger not liberal and good? This 
benefactor is our Lord Jesus Christ who still abides in the Holy 
Eucharist. Let us, therefore, approach Him with confidenc:. 
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The Evil One as Spiritual Guide. 





There are persons, who would rather listen to the suggestions 
of the devil, than to the inspirations of their angel guardian. 
There are even many who would rather obey him, than the most 
pious and zealous director. 

What this horned director thinks of frequent communion, we 
learn from the life of the Venerable Marina of Escobar, of Spain, 
who died in the year 1633. Her life was written by the learned 
and saintly Jesuit, Louis de Ponte. Marina was accustomed to re- 
ceive holy communion daily, a practice somewhat unusual at that 
time. She did this with the express approbation of her director 
to whom she rendered the most punctual obedience. These fre- 
quent communions made it quite impossible for the devil to 
hinder her advancement on the way of perfection. He therefore 
became greatly. incensed against her, tormented her with a muiti- 
tude of temptations, frightful pictures, and even apparitions, 
in order to prevent her receiving holy communion. But as the 
evil spirit could accomplish nothing with his horns, he made use 
of his wings, that is, he tried to deceive the Saint under the ap- 
pearance of piety. She herself writes: ‘““The evil one tormented. 
me with anxiety of conscience and very troublesome imaginations, 
in order to prevent my communicating frequently, at the same 
time he threatened me, saying: ‘Depend upon it, as often as thou 
dost approach. the holy table, I shall torment thee with tempta- 
tions and anxiety of conscience,’’ which, by the permission of 
God he really put into practice for some days. When he saw 
that in spite of all this I approached the table of the Lord, he 
attacked me under the appearance of virtue, craftily whispering 
to me: ‘Remember, my child, that those frequent and severe 
attacks are, without doubt, the effect of the boldness with which 
thou, though so unworthy, approachest the table of the Lord so 
often every week, for thou art not worthy to receive the body of 
the Lord even once a week.’’ Thus he awakened a great fear 
in my heart, although I continued in my resolution and approach- 
ed the holy table as often as before, for, through the mercy of 
God, neither I nor my confessor found any obstacle to hinder me 
from doing so. I made known everything to my confessor and 
he advised me to go to holy communion as before... .. However, 
the devil, by his constant suggestions, would finally have induced 
me to communicate only once a week, as I found really nothing 
good in myself, had not God come to my assistance, saying to 











TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 109 


me, ‘‘My child, what art thou doing? what art thou doing? Dost 
thou not know that it is the devil who is trying to prevent thee 
from frequently receiving my body and blood? Do not believe 
him, do not believe him.”’ 

In like manner does Satan tempt many souls. He makes 
them uneasy before every communion, after every confession, and 
thus holy communion itself becomes burdensome tothem. Such 
persons act most foolishly, if they follow the suggestions of such 
a guide, disregarding the advice of the priest whom God has given 
them as director of their souls—He who by committing mortal 
sin has placed himself under the power of the devil, often feels 
a disgust for holy communion, and the poor sinner neglects to 
approach the holy table, and falls deeper and deeper into sin and 
into the power of the evil spirit. May we never forget that by 
frequent and worthy communion every vice is overcome. 





Che White Necktie. 





The pious and learned Monsignore De Segur took great 
pleasure in relating the following story: ‘‘In a certain parish of 
France it was customary for the boys to wear a white cravat or 
necktie when they received their first holy communion. Now, 
one among them made the following striking vow: “‘/ wi// wear 
this white necktie, until I commit a mortal sin.” Excepting 
his mother and confessor, no one knew anything about his reso- 
lution. George, as the boy was called, entered college, where 
his white necktie often became a source of ridicule tohim. One 
day, being hard pressed by a fellow-student, he made known his 
secret, but under promise that it never be revealed. Asa matter 
of course it was known to all the students the next day, and their 
former raillery was now changed into admiration. George com- 
pleted his classical and philosophical studies with great honors. 
He still wore his white necktie, and up to this time had never 
omitted to receive holy communion for even a single Sunday. 

In the year 1870 he fought under General Charette in the 
Franco-Prussian War. -Here also he communicated on all Sun- 
days and festivals, as General Charette was not the man to 
prevent his following this pious custom. At Mans he was struck 
by a bullet and mortally wounded. Upon being asked by the 
chaplain whether he wished to go to confession, he answered, 
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“There is nothing that troubles my conscience. I communicated 
but two days ago. Only place me upon a little straw and bring 
me the Holy Viaticum. Open my knapsack in which you will 
find a white necktie, a white ribbon, and a white rosary—they 
are remembrances of my first communion—bring them to me.’’ 

The priest did as requested and placing the necktie upon the 
dying soldier, administered the Holy Viaticum, which thie latter 
received with touching devotion and then said: ‘After my death 
send this necktie to my mother and tell her, that the necktie of 
my first communion has never received a stain upon it, except 
that of my blood.”’ 

How many persons at the age of twenty are still as innocent 
as this young soldier was? Very few. And why? Because they 
communicate by far too seldom. On the other hand, how many 
would still be innocent at this age if they had communicated unce 
a week, or even every two weeks, yea, but once a month, if 
living amid simple, pious surroundings. 





Che Sister of William 1. Emperor of Germany. 





The missionaries of Elbigenalp daily numbered among their 
hearers a distinguished personage deserving special mention. It 
was a noble convert, the widowed queen of Bavaria, sister of 
William I., emperor of Germany. The fervent piety with which 
she attended all the sermons of a ten days’ mission made a deep 
impression on the Fathers as well as on all who were present. 
Seldom did a prince or princess esteem earthly splendor and vain 
glory less than she did. With utmost simplicity in her apparel 
and surroundings, only intent on continually doing works of 
charity, she spent her days in quiet seclusion. At least four times 
a week she received holy communion and, in order to keep her 
soul spotless from every sin, she would go toconfession twice a 
week. Never could she be induced to select for herself a special 
place in the church; she always wished to pray in the midst of 
the peasants. ‘“‘For,’’ said she, ‘‘in presence of the majesty of 
God, the King of heaven, all earthly greatness is as insignificant 
as that of the poorest shepherdess.”’ 

At one time the pastor of this place was about to take the 
holy Viaticum to a sick person, but could find no one near to 
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accompany the Blessed Sacrament. It happened that at this 
very time the queen was in the church performing her devotions. 
Noticing the priest’s embarrassment, she arises, steps into the 
sanctuary, takes the little bell and lantern, and offers to accom- 
pany him. The amazed peasantry were witnessess of how the 
aged princess, in most profound humility, accompanied the King 
of heaven to the far distant cottage of the dying person. 





Looking at the Sacred Rost. 





There has been at times some controversy with regard to the 
rubric of looking at the Sacred Host and chalice at the moment 
of the elevation. Some pointed out the direction in the Roman 
Missal ordering the priest to show the consecrated Host and 
chalice to the people, and drew the conclusion that therefore the 
people were intended to look at them, and supported this con- 
clusion bv historical references. Others objected to the practice 
on various grounds—either that custom was against it, or that it 
seemed irreverent, etc. This controversy may now perhaps be 
considered closed, by the grant on May 18th last, by the Sacred 
Congregation of Indulgences, of an indulgence of seven years 
and seven quarantines for looking with faith, devotion and love 

.at the Sacred Host at the moment of the elevation, saying at the 

same time the words, ‘““My Lord and my God.’’ Further, a 
plenary indulgence may be gained once each week by those who, 
having heard Mass daily as above, receive holy Communion. The 
first named indulgence may also be gained by looking devoutly 
upon the Sacred Host whenever it is solemnly exposed, saying 
the aforesaid words. WwW. W. 


Ai Hew Tnduigenced Prayer. 





O Virgin Mary, our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
who art the glory of Christians, the joy of the Universal 
Church, and the hope of the world, pray for us! Stir up in 
all the faithful devotion to the Most Holy Eucharist, that they 
may render themselves worthy to communicate every day. 


On Jan. 23, 1907, Pius X. granted an indulgence of 300 days for the 
recital of this prayer. Applicable to the poor souls 
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St. Benedict’s Medal. 





There is indeed no medal which possesses such wonderful 
power, and none so highly esteemed by the holy Church as the 
St. Benedict’s Medal. Whosoever wears this Medal with devo- 
tion, trusting to the life-giving power of the holy cross and in the 
merits of the holy Father St. Benedict, may expect the powerful 
protection of this great Patriarch in his spiritual and temporal 


s 


needs. 

At present we distinguish two types of the St. Benedict’s 
Medal. The ordinary Medal and that of Monte Casino, which is 
also known as the Jubilee Medal. The latter has been enriched 
with a greater number of indulgences than the former. In the 
year 1880 the Venerable Benedictine Order celebrated the 1400th 
anniversary of the birth of its glorious founder. The beautiful 
Jubilee Medal was struck on this occasion, and since that time 
the monastery of Monte Casino has the privilege of stamping 
these medals. On one side of the Jubilee Medal there is an image 
of St. Benedict, holding in his right hand a cross, and in his left 
his holy rule. Round the margin is the inscription: ‘‘Ejus in 
obitu nostro praesentia muniamur.’’ (May his presence protect 
us in the hour of death. ) 


$t. Benedict, Patron of the Dying. 


Precious in the sight of the Lord was the death of Saint. 


Benedict. He died in the church, standing before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament; for this reason he has merited to bea special 
patron of the dying. 

When St. Gertrude said to St. Benedict: ‘‘Holy Father, 
what special privilege have you received on account of your 
glorious death?’’ he replied: ‘‘Because I gave up my breath 
whilst I was in prayer, I now emit a breath of such surpassing 
sweetness, that the saints delight to be near me.’’ Then she 
besought him, by his glorious death, to assist each religious of 
that monastery in her last hour. The venerable Father replied : 
‘All who invoke me, remembering the glorious end with which 
God honored me, shall be assisted by me at their death with such 
fidelity, that I will place myself where I see the enemy most dis- 
posed to attack them; thus, being fortified by my presence, they 
will escape the snares, which he lays for them, and depart happily 
and peacefully to the enjoyment of eternal beatitude.”’ 
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The Blessing of the Medal. 


Not every priest can bless the St. Benedict’s Medal. For 
this it is necessary to have special faculties, which, however, may 
be obtained from the Presidents of the different Benedictine 
Congregations. The prayers which are said when blessing the 
Medal are long and solemn, and after a Medal has been blessed, 


it can not be sold. 
Tts Power and Effect. 


Wonderful is the power and effect of this Medal in the 
necessities and dangers of body and soul. - 

They are especially empowered : 

1. To destroy witchcraft and other diabolical influences. 

2. To impart protection to persons tempted or tormented 
by the evil spirits. 

3. By their use sinners are often converted, especially when 
they are in danger of death. 

4. Tocure animals infected with plague and other conta- 
gious distempers. 

5. They area protection against poison, pestilence, tempests, 
and storms at sea. 

6. They secure for pregnant women the divine assistance. 

7. Often this medal has been used with effect in cases of 
epilepsy, gravel, hemorrhage, and other diseases. 

8. It is also a powerful remedy against temptations, espe- 
cially against purity, and to make those who use it holy in body 


and soul. 
Obligations. 


The most convenient way of carrying the Medal is to have it 
attached to the scapular. Special prayers are not prescribed, 
but it is recommended that the wearer devoutly honors St. Bene- 
dict, especially as patron of the dying. 


Plenary Tndulgences. 


Those who devoutly wear the St. Benedict’s Medal may gain 
numerous plenary indulgences. 

Whoever prays the rosary at least once a week, or relieves 
the poor, celebrates or hears Mass, can, after receiving the sacra- 
ments of Penance and Holy Eucharist and saying the prayers 
prescribed for gaining indulgences, gain a plenary indulgence on 
the following days:— Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, Ascension, 
Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, Corpus Christi, Immaculate Concep- 
tion, Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, Purification, Annunciation, 
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Assumption, All Saints-Day, and the Feast of St. Benedict. 
(March 21.) 

Whoever, on Holy Thursday or Easter Sunday, prays for 
the exaltation of the Holy Church and for the Holy Father, can 
gain the same indulgences the Holy Father grants on those 
days, when he gives the Papal Benediction at Rome. (A plenary 
indulgence can be gained by those who at the hour of death, after 
confession and Holy Communion or with perfect contrition, de- 
voutly recommend their soul to the Lord, and with the lips or in 
the heart invoke the names of Jesus and Mary.) Besides these, 
many partial indulgences are connected with the devout wearing 
of this medal. Whoever by good example or pious exhortation 
converts a sinner, obtains remission of the third part of the pun- 
ishment due to his sins. All these indulgences can be applied to 
the poor souls. 

$t. Benedict’s Meda! Singularly Distinguished by Pope Pius X. 


Dear Reader, has it not often been your wish, that on All Souls’ 
Day you might be able to gain a great number of plenary indul- 
gences for the poor suffering souls? This your earnest desire may 
now be fulfilled. 

Our present Holy Father, on February 27, 1907, granted a 
most singular privilege to the Benedictine Order. In consequence 
of this favor all the faithful, who comply with the prescribed con- 
ditions, can gain a plenary indulgence as often as they visit a 
Benedictine church, from about two o'clock P. M. of the feast of 
All Saints until sundown of All Souls’ Day. The prescribed 
conditions are: Prayer according to the intention of the Holy 
Father and the reception of holy communion on All Saints’ Day. 

“‘But,’” you may say, “I live too far froma Benedictine 
church.”’ Be consoled, for you, too, can gain these indulgences. 
Whosoever lives more than a mile from a Benedictine church, 
but habitually wears a Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict, can visit 
any church or public oratory, and there pray according to the 
intention of the Holy Father. As often as he fulfills this condition 
he can gain a plenary indulgence, provided he leaves the church 
each time and enters it again. 


(For some time we have been expecting a supply of Jubilee Medals, and 
hope to receive them before the end of October.) 
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Approbation and Recommendation; | beg to say that your periodical of the 
Blessed Sacrainent ‘‘Cabernacie and Purgatory’’ has my hearty approval 
and recommendation. 

St. Joseph, Mo., May 25, 1905. > M. F. Burke. 





“Tt is a Roly and Wholesome Thought to Pray for the Dead.”’ 


(Machab. 12, 46.) 


HE degree of our perfection corresponds to the degree of 
our love for God and our neighbor. The whole edifice 
of true Christian perfection rests upon this love. If this 
be true, must not every Christian also love the members 

of the suffering Church with a tender and active love? 


Che Spiritual Works of Mercy. 


By our prayers and good works for them, we testify above 
all our love for God Hiinself, by trying to imitate Hismercy. For 
our Lord hassaid: ‘Be ye therefore merciful, as your father also 
is merciful.’’ (Luke6, 36.) To whom can we more fittingly show 
mercy than to the poor, helpless souls, who are so dear to God? 
For are they not His children, His spouses, heirs of His kingdom, 
for which they sigh so ardently? The great St. Thomas Aquinas 
proves with great clearness and certainty, that the spiritual 
works of mercy excel the corporal. But if it is most pleasing to 
our Lord, that we feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, visit 
the imprisoned, etc., will He not accept with much greater pleasure 
a work of mercy, the object of which is to relieve the unutterable 
sufferings of the poor souls in purgatory, who cannot do the least . 
thing to help themselves, to quench their thirst for God, and to 
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lead them from their dismal prison to the mansions of eternal 


glory? 
: Crue Christian Charity. 

Our love for the poor souls is, secondly, a sign of true Christian 
charity. The beautiful title ‘‘Friend of his brethren’’ was given 
St. Peter Nolasco, because he devoted his life and his riches to 
the release of the Christian slaves among the barbarians. Is not 
this glorious title much more deserved by those Christians, who 
by their prayers, alms, and penitential works open the door of 
the dreadful prison of purgatory for their suffering brethren, and 
lead them to eternal liberty and everlasting joys? No doubt it is 
a sacred work to relieve the misery which surrounds us, to help 
the poor, the sick, the sorrowful; but evidently it is far better, to 
befriend those who suffer in a manner beyond comprehension and 
who are unable to procure for themselves the least relief. Charity 
for our neighbor should be well regulated, and, as theologians 
teach, directed: frst, according to the greater or lesser need 
of the persons to be assisted, and secondly, according to their 
merits. 

Now can we have a more sacred duty than to help these poor 
souls, who are in a state of extreme destitution? And regarding 
merit, who has a greater right to our assistance than those chosen 
spouses of Jesus Christ, who are confirmed in the grace of God 
and are sure of once attaining heaven? Can we imagine a more 
heroic act of charity, than to enable them to attain to the posses- 
sion of God, a treasure which infinitely excels in value all other 


treasures ? 
Our Own Advantage. 

Considering our own advantage, we will find, that no other 
act of charity is so profitable and salutary for us. God rewards 
it already in this life by extraordinary graces, by the increase of 
our faith, our hope, and our love, by interior consolation in our 
sufferings, by special protection in times of danger.: Let us 
remember, for example, the wonderful protection granted Judas 
Machabeus as a reward for his charity towards the deceased. Af- 
ter sending his gifts to Jerusalem, the Lord sent him a sword, with 
which he should always be victorious in battle, and that there 
might be no doubt that this was the reward of that good work, it 
was delivered to him by two deceased, the High-priest Onias and 
the Prophet Jeremias. The latter said to him: ‘Take this holy. 
sword, a gift from God, wherewith thou shalt overthrow the ad- 
versaries of my{people Israel.’’ (II. Machab. 15, 16.) And Judas 
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experienced the truth of these words; for with his little army, he 
slew no fewer than five and thirty thousand. If we imitate this 
pious general, may we not also be similarly favored and receive 
special graces in that spiritual warfare, which we must constantly 
wage against the enemies of our salvation? 

How excellent are not the words of St. Bernard: “Arise and 
hasten to assist the poor souls; intercede for them by your 
tears aud sighs, pray for them and offer for them to the Lord 
the atoning Sacrifice of the New Law.” May then otir prayers, 
fasting, alms, our works of penance and mortification, our devo- 
tion at Holy Mass, obtain for the poor souls the desired release. 
They will then hasten to assist os in our last agony, they will 
strengthen, console, and encourage us, and when we have found 
grace with God, joyfully conduct us to the glorious assembly of 
the blessed. 

Shall we doubt their gratitude, their power, their love? No, 
that isimpossible. The most simple Christian truths do not permit 
such a doubt. The Holy Ghost Himself assures us: ‘“‘Do good 


to the just, and thou shalt find great recompense.” 
(Eccles. 12, 2.) 





November, the Month of the Poor Souls. 


St. Bridget was once permitted to hear the sighs, groans 
and prayers which the poor souls in purgatory continually send 
forth to heaven and to earth. After that the servant of God 
devoted herself entirely to the release and consolation of the souls. 
detained in this prison of an infinitely just God. 

We too should do the same after hearing the sighs of these 
poorcaptives. Let usat least hearken to the echo of the following 
cries for help: ‘“Have pity on us, you who have claimed to be 
our friends during our sojourn upon earth. Show us the effects. 
of your friendship, in our great distress, and never let it grow cold, 
that it may not be said yours was not a true friendship, as it was. 
so quickly ended! 

Have pity on us, you, ourrelatives, and permit not that those 
with whom you are united by the indissoluble bonds of nature, 
shall be forgotten and treated by you as strangers! 

Have pity on us, you who enjoy the fruits of our labors, while 
we are in torments, yea, tormented because we have provided a 
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comfortable living for you, and do not—while reaping what you 
have not sown—show yourselves so cruel towards us, you who 
increase our pain by your ingratitude! 

Have pity on us, all ye Christians, with whom we are more 
closely united by baptism, than we possibly could be through any 
bond of friendship, any relationship, or any interest whatever. 
Oh, do not deny help to those, who are your members, do not 
deny your assistance to us, members of Jesus Christ and of His 


holy Chureh ! 
Have pity on us, ye just, whose sanctity of life encourages 


us to hope that our petitions will not be in vain, and that we 
shall soon be released. You will not fail to increase your future 
glory by the zeal with which you seek our redemption ! 

Have pity on us, ye sinners, whose ill regulated lives should 
justly fill you with the fear, that you may fall into a still more 
frightful place of punishment than that in which we pine! Oh, 
have prayers said, have the holy Sacrifice offered for us! While 
your generosity is delivering us from our suffering, it will gain 
advocates for you, who will intercede for you at the throne of God’s 


justice and mercy. ae 
Have pity on us, all ye, who, living upon earth, must expect 


one day to be added to our number! If you deny us the com- 
passion for which we beg, then you may fear that the same will 
be denied you by those whom you leave behind. 

Friends, parents, just and sinners, all ye Christians, we beg 
of you imploringly, have pity on yourselves by showing mercy to 
us, because your prayers, your good works can extinguish the 
flames of purgatory for yourselves and for us. 

We have this advantage over you, that we cannot lose the 
grace we possess, while you are still uncertain of your salvation. 
Oh, continue to oblige God to show you mercy, in consideration 
of that mercy, which you show towards us; that He may admit 
you to eternal glory, in consideration of that glory to which, 
through the assistance of your good works, we shall attain !’’ 

Who of us should not listen to this pleading cry of the poor 
souls, at least during this month of November, which the Church 
dedicates to the memory of the dead ! 


Remark. 


Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according 
to the decree of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in 
so far as the church has not decided upon them, claim only 
juuman credence. 
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Disregarding the Word of God will be Punished in Purgatory. 


ATHER Nicholas Zucchi, a Jesuit of great sanctity, had won 
the souls of three of his penitents entirely for God. They 
were three sisters of a very distinguished family, and all 
resolved to entera convent. When still in the novitiate 

they were pointed out to their fellow-sisters as models of virtue. 
Previous to their entering the convent, a young nobleman had 
eagerly sought to win the affection of the youngest of them, but 
she never so much as deigned to turn her eyes upon him, for she 
had already resolved to give herself to God alone. The young 
man, however, still hoped to induce her to return to the world. 
He wrote letters importuning her to leave the dreary convent- 
walls in order to share with him the pleasures of the world. 
Father Zucchi, having heard of the snares that were being 
laid for the young religious, was deeply grieved. He most 
fervently begged God to grant her courage and perseverance. 
One day while hastening through the streets of Rome, he was 
met by the nobleman. Approaching him he said courteously but 
in an earnest tone: ‘My lord, torment no longer a servant of 
the Most High, attempt no rivalry with heaven. For God's sake 
think of your eternal salvation, and beware of plunging the soul 
of another into perdition, for I tell you before hand that in a 
short time you will appear br fore the judgement seat of God, and 
you will there understand the value of virtue and the vanity of 
earthly love.’’ As the young man had been well brought up, and 
moreover highly esteemed Father Zucchi, he politely excused 
himself, and promised to consider the advice he had just received. 
The prophesy of the good Father was fulfilled before the 
nobleman was converted, for he died about two weeks after the 
above mentioned conversation. One evening while the three 
novices were engaged in their meditation, the youngest felt some- 
one pull three times at her habit. At the same time she heard 
the words: “‘Go to the parlor at once.’’ She saw no one, and 
without special grace would have been too much. frightened to 
make a step, but arising courageously she took a light and entered 
the parlor. There she saw a man who was rapidly pacing up and 
down the room. ‘‘Who are you,”’ she asked, ‘‘and why have 
you come here at this hour, and for what purpose have you 
summoned me hither?’’ The stranger approached, and without 
saying a word, threw back his cloak, whereupon the nun recog- 
nized her former persecutor standing before her, his neck, hands, 


ee 


gt 


ee ee 


a 


Oe tee 


: 
J 
} 
/ 
‘ 
t 
i 
| 


o 


Se rene Sate 


ae ee ee 





120 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 





and feet loaded with chains of fire. This was the punishment 
a for the snares he had laid for the spouse of Christ. He cried out 
to her imploringly: ‘‘Pray for me!’’ and at the same moment 
disappeared. His words proved that his soul was in purgatory, 


4! because he had petitioned for help. How much happier would 
2 he have been had he followed the advice of Father Zucchi, who 
; had exhorted him to change his life. 


Cheertul Obedience to the Voice of God Preserves from Purgatory. 

: Father Vincent Caraffa, General of the Jesuits, was once 
a summoned to a youth, who had been sentenced to die on the 
scaffold. The young man did not think that he had deserved 
: such severe punishment, and thus it was more difficult to move 
him to perfect resignation to the will of God, than had he been 
tortured by remorse of conscience. But with the help of divine 
grace, the good priest at last succeeded in gaining the unhappy 
boy. He explained to him, that reparation must be made to 
Divine Justice for every sin, and gradually brought him so far as 
to consider his execution as a certain pledge, that God would 


receive him in mercy. 
Thereupon the youth resigned himself so completely to the 


will of God, that he declared he died joyfully, and regarded his 
j death as a grace from God. The people were greatly edified by 
a these sentiments, to which the youth still gave expression even 
when upon the scaffold. God was pleased with his resignation, 
and Father Caraffa, who assisted at his death, declared that at 
the moment the head was severed from the body, he saw thé soul 
‘ of the youth triumphantly entering heaven, where angels imme- 


diately presented him with a crown. 
This consoling assurance he gave to the poor boy's mother, 


who was overwhelmed with grief, and upon reaching his own 
room, overcome with joy and emotion, he exclaimed : ““O happy 
youth! O happy youth!’’ To a priest who seemed to be of the 
opinion that many prayers and Masses should be offered for the 
deceased, Father Caraffa said: ‘‘That is unnecessary; let us 
rather rejoice, for I assure you that this soul has not even come 
in contact with purgatory.’’—Another day, when in the act of 
performing a pious work, he stopped suddenly, his expression 
changed,.and looking upward, as though contemplating a won- 
derful spectacle, he repeated a number of times: ‘“‘O blissful 
reward! O blessed youth!’’ And when asked what he meant 
by these words, he replied: ‘“‘The soul of the youth who was 


executed appeared to me in all its splendor and glory.’’ 
P. Vincent. 
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Tt is Folly to Crust to the Help of Others. 


AINT Catherine of Genoa was wont to say: ‘He who does 

penance for his sins here below, pays a thousand ducats 
with a single groat; but he who defers the payment of 
his debts until the next life, will have to pay one groat 
with a thousand ducats.’’ By these wordsshe wished to indicate, 
that here on earth we can make atonement for our sins by 
comparatively light penances, while in the life to come we can 
do so only by means of the greatest pains and sufferings. 

We should, therefore, not easily depend upon the assistance 
of others, thinking that after our death they will surely pray for 
our souls. Oh, how much more salutary it is for us to say, once 
during our lifetime, ‘Have mercy on me, O God!” than to repeat 
a hundred times after our death: ‘‘Have pity on me, at least 
you, my friends!’’ David, after his fall, prayed the ‘‘Miserere’”’ 
which he himself composed, and obtained mercy from God. Di- 
ves, the rich glutton, repeated it after his death, but in vain; his 
cry of pain remained unheeded; it was too late. 

The above admonition particularly concerns people of the 
world, who seldom or never think of their eternal salvation; but 
it may be equally salutary to pious Christians as well as to relig- 
ious, because they, likewise, are often but little penetrated by the 
fear of God’s judgements. 

The Venerable Dionysius, the Carthusian, was present at the 
death of a young novice in Roermond. When the youth had 
been informed that his end was approaching, he manifested great 
fear of purgatory, because he had neglected to fulfil a voluntary 
promise which he had made, viz., to pray twice the entire psalter. 
In order to console and encourage him in this dreadful moment, 
Dionysius promised to fulfil the vow in his stead, and he fully 
intended to do so. But, because of his numerous and fatiguing 
labors as superior, he forgot to fulfill his promise. Soon the 
deceased appeared to him and said sadly, ‘‘Have mercy on me!”’ 
Astonished and dismayed the good priest wished to explain, that 
it was not a want of charity that had caused him to delay the 
fulfillment of his promise; but the soul interrupted him in a tone 
of complaint saying: “Ah, if thou hadst to endure only, a one 
thousandth part of the torments I suffer, thou wouldst, no more 
than I, accept any excuse, nor let me wait another moment !” 

Dionysius became guilty in another respect not less remark- 
able. He was very much grieved by the death of his father for 
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whom he entertained the most tender and child-like love. De- 
sirous of knowing the condition of his father’s soul, he begged 
God to reveal it tohim. One evening after Vespers he retired to 
his cell and with all possible fervor implored God not to deprive 
him of this consolation. He then heardavoicesaytohim: ‘‘Why 
dost thou permit thyself to be tempted by idle curiosity? Do not 
pray to know thy father’s condition, but pray rather for his de- 
liverance, in case he is still in purgatory. Then thy prayers will 
be of some benefit to him as well as to thyself.” This solemn 
warning entirely changed Dionysius’ manner of thinking, and from 
that moment he prayed for his father’s deliverance with great 
fervor. Soon he experienced the efficacy of his prayers, for dur- 
ing the following night he saw the soul of his father in the flames 
of purgatory and heard his piteous cry: ‘‘Mercy, mercy; my 
son, have pity on your unhappy father. Help me by your good 
works, but do so at once, hasten, and do not for a moment forget 
this filial duty.’’ Thereupon the priest redoubled his zeal, not 
ceasing to pray, until, in a miraculous manner, he received the 
assurance of his father's release. 





Blessed John of Allverna and the Poor Souls. 


NE time when Blessed John of Alverna was offering the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for the faithful departed on 
All Souls’ Day, he celebrated the Holy Mysteries with so 
much fervor and charity, that he seemed entirely over- 

come by the sweetness of compassion and brotherly love. During 

Mass he most reverently elevated the body of Christ, offered it to 

God the Father, imploring Him for the sake of His well beloved 
Son Jesus Christ, who in order to redeem souls had hung upon 

the cross, graciously to release from the pains of purgatory the 

souls of the faithful departed. At the same moment he saw a 

multitude of souls leaving purgatory, in the same manner in which 

innumerable sparks would come forth from a blazing fire. And 
he observed, that in virtue of the merits of the sufferings of Christ, 
they ascended into heaven. 


True Friendship. 





At the time that Brother James of Falerone, a tutor of Blessed 
John, was lying ill at his monastery of Moliano, Brother John, 
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who was then at the monastery at Massa, was informed of 
his condition. As he loved the sick brother as his own father, he 
at once took refuge to prayer, and fervently implored God to 
restore his holy tutor to health if it should be for the welfare of 
his soul. During this devout prayer he fell into an ecstasy and 
beheld a great multitude of angels and saints hovering over the 
sick man’s cell, and emitting such brightness as to illuminate 
everything around him. 

Among these angels he also discerned the sick Brother for 
whom he was praying, all glorious, and robed in a white garment. 
He likewise saw among them the holy Father St. Francis, re- 
splendently adorned with the wounds of Christ, also the holy 
Brother Lucidus and the aged Brother Mathias of Monte Rubbi- 
ano and several other Brothers whom he had neither known nor 
seen before. While John joyfully contemplated this glorious 
company of Saints, it was revealed to him, that the sick Brother 
would die in consequence of his present illness, and that his sal- 
vation was certain, but that after death he would still have to 
make some atonement in purgatory. 

Filled with joy at this revelation, Brother John at once started 
for Moliano to visit the sick Brother. Finding him in a very weak 
condition and scarcely able to speak, he informed him, in accord- 
ance with his revelation, that he would die of this illness and 
that his soul was assured of eternal salvation. Brother James 
received this message with a radiant countenance; he seemed 
greatly consoled and gave expression to his gratitude while re- 
commending himself to his friend’s devout prayers. Then Brother 
John begged him to return after death to inform him of his con- 
dition. This the dying Brother promised to do, if it were pleasing 
to God. 

The hour of his departure having come, Brother James slowly 
and devoutly began to pray the verse of the psalm, “‘In pace in 
idipsum, dormiam et requiescam.’’ (‘‘In peace in the self same 
I will sleep, and I will rest.’’?) Having uttered these words he 
peacefully breathed his last. After the body was consigned to its 
last resting place, John returned to his monastery at Massa there 
to await the fulfillment of the deceased Brother’s promise, that 
he would come to him on the day he had designated. 

On this day John was engaged in fervent prayer. Presently 
our Lord appeared to him, accompanied by many angels and 
saints, but Brother James was not among them. Much surprised 
at this, John very devoutly recommended the departed soul to 
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our Lord. The next day John was out in the woods and while 
praying there, Brother James appeared to him all glorious and 
joyful, surrounded by angels. ‘‘O my beloved father,’’ exclaimed 
John, ‘‘why did you not return to me on the day you had prom- 
ised tocome?’’ ‘‘For this reason,’’ replied James, ‘“‘because I 
was still in need of purgation. But in the same hour in which 
Christ appeared to you and you recommended my soul to Him, 
He granted your petition and released me from all suffering. 
Thereupon I appeared to our holy lay-brother at Massa. He 
had been serving at Holy Mass and during the consecration 
beheld the Sacred Host in the form of a most beautiful child. Then 
I said to him: ‘To-day I shall enter, with this child, into the 
kingdom of eternal life, where none can enter without It.’’ Hav- 
ing spoken these words, Brother James disappeared, and in the 
company of that blissful host of angels entered into the glories 
of heaven. 

This and similar apparitions increased his tender devotion for 
the poor souls, and by daily exhortations he sought to animate 
his brethern with the same sentiments. When the renowned 
John of Loewen died, the Carthusians prayed with much fervor 
Sor the repose of his soul, although the holy life he had led, gave 
hope, that he hardly stood in need of such assistance. He was 
a faithful defender of justice, and a zealous preacher of the holy 
Gospel. His life was blameless, his morals severe. Besides, he 
had always preferred the good of others to his own personal ad- 
vantage. He had charitably assisted many religious orders, and 
among them the Carthusians of Roermond, whose Abbey had 
often received considerable alms at his hands. In compliance 
with his own request he was buried in the choir of their church, 
in order that at least after his death he might remain in the 
company of the monks. But even this holy and generous man 
did not escape the pains of purgatory. 

At his obsequies the catafalque was surrounded by thick 
flames and smoke. Dionysius was greatly perplexed at this 
spectacle, for he did not know whether such signified the flames 
of hell or of purgatory. The evil one naturally failed not to 
represent to him, that it was the fire of hell, and that it would 
be useless to pray for the repose of the deceased. But Dionysius 
did not permit himself to be deterred and persevered a whole 
year in prayer and good works. On the anniversary of the death 
of John a solemn Requiem was celebrated for the repose of his 
soul. Again the catafalque was surrounded by flames and smoke, 











TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 125 j 


but not so thick and frightful in appearance as the year before, from ¢ 
which Dionysius concluded, that God wished to make known to ; 
him, that John was suffering less, but at the same time, that he 
was still far from eternal glory. With renewed confidence, 
prayers for the deceased were continued, and on the second 
anniversary a bright, shining light beamed upon the catafalque 
to signify, that the deceased had been released from his pains 


and had entered into eternal glory. 
Bolland. Acta Sanctorum. 





The Saints of God and the Poor Souls. 





In the life of Blessed John of the Cross it is related of a ; 
bishop, whom he had seen entering heaven, that in his right hand i 
he held a picture of his patron saint and said to Blessed John: 
“On account of your intercession and the intercession of the 
saint whose name-I bear, the Lord has shown me mercy and 
permits me now to enter into the eternal joys.”’ 


The Holy Founders of Religious Orders 


naturally take a special interest in the deceased members of their 
respective Orders, and intercede for them that they may soon be 
released from the pains of purgatory. Thus St. Philip Neri 
shortly after his death appeared to a Franciscan Friar with whom 
he was well acquainted, surrounded by a great multitude of reli- 
gious of his congregation, who by his intercession had been 
released from purgatory and were joyfully ascending heaven- 
ward. Weread also of St. Francis of Assisi that frequently he 
likewise proved himself a redeeming angel to his brethren retained 
in purgatory. It is said that he received even the grace to de- 
scend into purgatory every year on his feast, October 4th, to 
release all the members of his three Orders, who were suffering 
there, and to take them with him into heaven. Our Lord has 
often granted to saints the privilege of releasing at their death, 
a number of poor souls from purgatory and of leading them into 
Paradise, a favor which was also bestowed upon Blessed Aegidi- 
us, one of the first companions of St. Francis of Assisi, who died 
in the year 1262. It is related that at his death he received as a 
reward for his extraordinary virtue, the privilege to release the 
greater number of souls from purgatory, and in their happy ii] 
company to enter heaven. ji] 
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A very zealous missionary, filled with the spirit of God, was 
once preaching with great fervor, when it happened, that a 
woman burst out into loud sobs, and begged the priest to hear 
her confession. The missionary, not less surprised than his 
audience, by this strange incident, endeavored to calm the lady, 
telling her to wait until the sermon was over, when he would 
gladly comply with her request. Hereupon the woman seemed 
satished. But after a little while she cried out anew, louder than 
before, “‘O father, have pity on me, a poor sinner, and vouchsafe 
me the grace to confess and to be absolved from my grievous 
sins!’’ Again exhorted to calmness and patience, she remained 
quiet for a little while. _Then she raised her voice a third time, 
and in a tone of extreme anguish, cried ont: ‘‘O my father, I 
beg of you, do not wait any longer. The sorrow I feel for my 
sins is breaking my heart; I am dying.”’ 

She had scarcely uttered these words, when she fell dead to 
the floor. Deeply affected by this sudden occurrence, and bitterly 
regretting that he had not at once granted the poor woman’s 
petition, the mission ry now earnestly exhorted his audience, who 
were likewise almost paralyzed with fright, to unite with him in 
most fervent prayer for the deceased, that God might still show 
her mercy. At the same time he imposed upon himself a three 
days’ fast for the repose of her soul. And behold, during the 
third night the deceased appeared to him, her countenance all 
radiant, and joyfully said to him: ‘‘I am that sinner, who three 
days ago died so suddenly in the church during your sermon, and 
for whom you and the people you exhorted prayed so zealously. 
I am now delivered from purgatory, where on account of my 
many and great sins I would have had to suffer yet a long time. 
But to-day the holy servant of God, John of Nivelles, departed 
from this life, and God permitted him to release a great number 
of souls from purgatory, before entering heaven. I was one of 
the number to whom was granted this unutterable happiness so 
soon to be released from those dreadful sufferings.’”’ 

In order to assure himself of the truth of what he had heard 
the missionary at once wrote to a canon of his acquaintance, at 
Liege, from whose reply he learned that Blessed John of Nivelles 
had really departed peacefully in the Lord at the time mentioned 


by the deceased. 
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Wrong No One. 


In the life of the Ven. Sr. Mary Crescentia Hoess, of Kaufbeu- 
ten, Bavaria, whose biography was written by Father Ignatius 
Jeiler O. S. F., and drawn from the acts of her beatification and oth- 
er reliable sources, we read the following remarkable occurrence : 

In the year 1718, on November 21st, Mr. Francis Scholl 
died. He had been counsellor to the court, and administrator of 
an important office at the Count’s court in Kemnat. On the 
same day on which he died, Crescentia heard a peculiar fingering 
and rattling among the papers in her cell, which was repeated 
in the evening and early the next morning, although she had 
earnestly prayed for the soul who had probably caused it. On 
the morning of the 22nd. she asked who was there. Then she 
distinctly heard : ‘‘I am the soul of Scholl, dear Crescentia, pray 
for me to your Beloved.’’ She then asked what was the meaning 
of the noise among the papers. He answered, that he would 
return to her several times, and as soon as God permitted it, 
would tell her the reason of it. Thenceforward, she noticed the 
noise among the papers every day, thereby divining the presence 
of the soul. During the night of December 7th, the same voice 
spoke more particularly to her, stating that in his last sickness 
he had intended to settle all his affairs; that somebody had come 
to him to complain of having been wronged in a certain matter; 
that he had sent the man away with a few short and harsh words 
giving him to understand that, according to the showing of his 
papers, no wrong had been done him. He (Scholl) had made a 
mistake in this and was not without fault in doing so: the com- 
plainant had really been defrauded of four florins. He then asked 
the servant of God to speak to the parish priest at Kemnat and 
get him to persuade his wife to make good the damage. On the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception, December 8th, Crescentia 
told all this to the parish priest of Kemnat, Dr. Philip James 
Meichelbeck, who was at that time the father confessor of the 
convent. Heat once remembered that a man, whose name he 
mentioned, had, on November 2nd, complained to him of the 
wrong suffered, and of the harsh words of the deceased council- 
man, and strangely enough, the man had repeated the same words 
that Crescentia had heard from the apparition. The wrong was 
Tepaired at once: the rattling in the papers ceased; not so how- 
ever, the moaning and entreaties of the deceased, for these were 
especially urgent on Christmas eve. Immediately after New Year 
the apparition told her that God had announced to him, by his 
guardian angel, a speedy delivery. On January 6th, 1719, Cres- 
centia had offered up, for that soul, four holy Masses, which four 
priests had promised her to say on that day. The last of these 
Masses was said between ten and eleven o'clock, and at the same 
time the deceased appeared to her in wondrous splendor, and 
thanked her for her help; she then saw in spirit how that soul 
was conducted by the angels into Heaven, and received with 
infinite joy before the throne of God. 
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Santa Barbara Liniment 
An Excellent Remedy 


for 


Rheumatism and Neuralgia. 


Awarded a Diploma and Gold Medal. 
We are sole proprietors of this excellent remedy, in the 
United States. This Liniment has during thirty-five years been 


successfully used for Rheumatic pains, Neuralgia, and especially 
for Muscular Rheumatism. 


Muscular Rheumatism. 


By Muscular Rheumatism is understood a painful disorder of 
the muscles, caused by contracting cold, by change of tem- 
perature or weather, by dampness, draft, etc. This results 
in dull or sharp pains, either in the back, neck, loins, hips, or 
in the limbs. 

For the above mentioned ailments Santa Barbara Lini- 
ment can not be surpassed, and as a rule, it effects a speedy and 
permanent cure, if it is used according to directions and at the 
proper time. To our knowledge there is no remedy for this 
kind of Rheumatism that cures so quickly and effectually. 
The application of the liniment must be repeated until the pain 
has entirely disappeared. In very severe cases two bottles are 
necessary to effect a cure. Price per bottle $1.25, sent pre- 
paid to any part of the United States. 

(Remark.) When the ailment has developed into gout, in 
which the pains, to a great extent, are in the joints, and for any 
deformation resulting therefrom, other remedies must be applied. 
Likewise for Rheumatism of the joints, called Inflammatory 
Rheumatism, and Tuberculosis of the joints or bones, our lini- 
ment is not effectual. 
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furtber Circulation. 


RARRAARA 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory” is published by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo., 
under the direction of their Reverend Spiritual Director. 
This periodical is especially intended to promote the 
honor and glory of the Most Holy Eucharist, a mystery, 
which is truly our greatest treasure on earth, and which 
contains in itself all power, beauty and loveliness. 

In our days, when mankind is animated with such 
eagerness to obtain temporal goods, it is necessary, that a 
better knowledge of the one true Good, Jesus Christ in 
the Blessed Sacrament, be spread among the faithful, 
that the love for our Lord in the Tabernacle may be en- 
kindled ever more and more. 

Furthermore, our periodical shall often remind the 
reader of the greatness and severity of the sufferings 
of the poor souls, in order to awaken in his heart 
a tender compassion and toencourage him to render them 
effectual assistance by prayer, alms and other good works, 
but especially by Holy Communionand the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. 

Whosoever zealously endeavors to circulate this pe- 
riodical does a good work, for he assists in spreading a 
better knowledge of the Holy Eucharist and contributes 
towards enkindling a greater love for our Lord in the Bless- 
ed Sacrament. He also performs a charitable act towards 
the holy souls in purgatory. 

‘Tabernacle and Purgatory”’ is published bi-month- 
ly or six timesa year. The proceeds will be applied to the 
beautifying and maintenance of the Adoration Chapel. 
Subscription 50 cts. a year. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, 


Clyde, Missouri. 























